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I.ast M1.n11te Newe, 

, .r· >;;_.OLD BOYS' -B 
·~· '!\-~- . 

:.#..-

~-. ),"" ... ~ • ' ' 

. f!" ;>I hate ~j ,~t returned ~rom a right g 
-~~ o.m:-1 that r hall 1;h..--toresi&!lt t6 
fo:f '- "f!w c~ts u 11:di ·1s~1m'.' ... ' 
'·;<,;' !,~ l*ent W}th . a s171nk:.t ·roiii. sta~ ' t4:' 
·an ,.'~nj.oyab1e : repast, t ,~1. .e- we're -~ . 
Guest," Leonard Pacla!an <iust cono1t1d1 
em Tour); "Our President , Pre.nk R:1.cha 
was follawea · by the -sip_ging- ·-o:t 'He •s a · 
ie3.10lf • wl\ich made ~ liI'rafters ring), " 
and "The Col.l.ectors' Digest". 

It was dililcovered that mt have qlli t 
of excellent . 'after dil;msr spea~rs_' • 

o. 

eb.,After 
0 "-Our 
hie North
s (this 

oll,Y good 
e Hobby", 

. , Tele~~;:e - ·sent to Fiie.Dk, R:1.cbar s and Bob 
Blythe . lho'~ographs ·11ere taken by "The Yorkshire 
EV9n:ing Neve". Then .:l'or a oot1ple of ho the room 
hwmned ;ti th cha t1ier , ail' men of al i' !'agee oaptllred 
'thair yo11th, and the a tmoephere ~ .. see ted 'with 
nostalgia. ·· 

Present, uere 'N9r.aan Smi ~h , H.Barlo 
H.Twinhal!I, C.Simpaon j Mias V.Cca.tes , R. 
Toa Sµicla1r, and Mrs.Sinclair , W.F.Sa 
Sawyer, and Wilfred 511.wyer,· fl.L.ffil 
Del'JIOn, and H. Llfe1te1llbiy;-. -~ - - .- .. --- -1----- -+-

hom afar : Len l\lokllll.n, lbil.liarre 
l!'.G-.Beardeell (Stockport), Harr( Dowle 
Francis .Pase (Liverpool) , Harol .\f..bgden 
Ogden (Manchester) , T.W.Pu.okrin,:; ,(Jlid 
A.HoJ.mes (Colne~. · · 

Congratl11atione, Bill §aw~r:, , on a 

. · -~rJ it rl Leckenby. 
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Editor, Miscellaneous Section 
Herbert Leckenby. Telephone Exchange , 
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FRCJ-1 THE EDITOR' S CHAIR , , 

Happy Event. T'he first ·meeting of the North
ern Section Old Boy's' Book Club briefly ref'erred tc 
in our May number, was ·a · delightf'ul oc .casion ·. · Wher 

.. I entered the meet:l,ng · room I found several f'ellows 
already there, and alth ough they had been complete 
stran ge rs to each other until a few minutes before , 
they were chatting away like old friends. That wai 

-t ~ n ·tt -ne---..m o-t-e-evmrl:rrg,-tt-r-E!lftty, 1'1:d.me- >-s
heart good. Everyone seemed -t .o throw off ~ars 
f'rom their shou -lders. . It was just as if we ·were . 
meeting ·somewhere in the Greyf'riars country, .where 
no one ever · grows old . , 

And at the moment of writing plans . are well 
advanced for the t Dinner in Leeds on June. 3rd . 
Hopes are high for a f'ine assembly. Leonard Pack
man will be with us as · ·honoured guest, and : altogett
er it looks llke being _$ "reight ,.good do.". 



~---- - - ·-- - ·- -- .. .f,o ' 
Support in ,High Places . riy word! . We are ge ttin g 
Oll)' ._f'or a Minist er of the Crown cordiall y su9 ports 
us now. Did you see what Dr. F.dith Summers ki ll 
said the other day ? ( If' not, see our press cutting 
section ). Evidently she ' s in complete agreement 
with what Bill Sawyer said ·in his "Manch es ter Guard
i@" ·0letter . Whats more, s he.•s _writt en to Frank 
Rieliards , as you will also see . ' . . 

Yes, and whatever you do , don• t ·-,~iss · ··tl;Jat cutt
ing from "The Ti mes" of' May 1st. Wherf ,-l!'¢<·go t , .. space 
in the''Manchest er Guardian" and "Dail y· T"eleg raph" I 
exclaimed "Th ere only r emains "The Times , "" And its 
ha upen ed, for th ere's the "l eade r" writer of that 
stately journal spea k ing knowledgeably of Mr. Quelch, 
Harry Wharton & -CQ-, Ski-ru1er, Snoop anEl--8eo1i-t. ···Well, 
where do we go from here? 

+++++++++++++ 

Another Exhibit .ion • . Since Bill Sawyer ent ere d the 
circle, there's b.een great activity in the North ern 
territory. . !Us la.test scoop is in obtaining the 
approval of' th e Leed s Corporation Committee 
f'or an exhibition of' old boys books. This will b e 
held in th e nea r fu ture, and will be on the lin es 
at York and Islington last year. the · bulk of the 
papers wil l. come from my collection, but we shall 
want your hel9 in various dire ctions to make it an
oth er su ccess . . ,. We know we s_i-,.,,_,..., t ~e disapp ointed. 
More details later • 

. +++++++++++++ 

Not · so Goo d : And now for a more sombre note. Th e 
report of a surv ~y among 10,000 Birmingham teen

:agers · was rece ntly pu blish ed, and. 1't would a-opear 
a:11 is riot wel l in th e second c it )'. I t was not all 
gloom, of course, but ther e was eno ugh t o ca use a 
lot of wcir'ried frowns. It was ·found, for instanc e, 
that qui~ e a number could not sp e ll simple words 
lik e "pictures" and "l'lent". Where . rea.4ing was 
COnCerQed " :th e· ~IJl"Vey revea~~d that SOIDe COUldn It 
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read, many who could, didn't read, ,and amQJlg those 
who di .d, ".No Orchids for ·Miss Blandish" and "Fore-v,. 
er Am-bar" stood high in popularity. Good heavens! 
And we who left our. teens long ago · used to get into 
trouble for reading the~ - Marvel, ·the Boys Friend, 
and sane with very stern . _parents, even the Magnet. 
_Old .timers will smile wryly when they .think of the 
cost or PF~sent day educa~ion, and ·com---, no, dash 
it, I mustn't drift into things political. 

++++++++++++++ 

Those No.l's. You would see in May i s sue a request 
to report any No.l's you are lucky enough to .poss
ess. The idea is a feature in th P next Annua1 • 
. There will be more about the · Annual. ·in th ·e JulY, 
issue. Its going to be a job to beat last ye~r·~, 
but we're going to try. The years getting on; ··and 
we want articles in in gq6d· time, So get down to 
it, won• t you? In the fourt.h . Annual I want to see 

- less often the name or ,: .. · :· 
Yours 'sl:ncerely, 

~BER.1' tEC:!<ENBY. 
~-~' - . 

THE AMAZING WILLIAM MURRAY GRAYDON 

(The :f.ollowing e.xt:'remely interesftng letter 
from Jimmy ·stewart Hunter will have a special appea 
to old- t imers who remember Murray Graydon , writer 
of countless thrill.ing yarns over sev eral decades. 
Perhaos some reader can helo regarding, ~R~o~b~e~r~t~~~ -1 
Murray. H.L.) 

Dear F.ditor, . , .. 
I have received a long letter fro ~ Mr.Vincent 

Starrett, whom you will know as one of the leading 
figures in . American literary circles, the writer of 
BOOKS ALIVE col.umn in the CHICAGO TRIBUNE, and an 
authority . on Sherlock Hol.mes. 

Here are some extracts from his letter, concerr -
ing \villlam Murray Graydon, which will., I · am sure, 
interest readers or C.D. 1 · ' 
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"When I was 1Jl London, i:n 1924-, I visited Gray
don at ~leetway House. I found Graydon a slight, 
dapper, friendly little man with a waxed moustache, 
and that is about all I remember of his appearance. 
He was delight ed to receive an old admirer and we 
spent a happy -two hours together in his cubicle at 
Fleetway House ·. At some time during the conversat
i ·on he pulled ·open a deep lower drawer and revealed 
what seemed to -be hundreds of slim paper~ ·backed · 
books. They were all SEX'J'O~ BLAKEs, he said, and 
he had written them all. I begged him for one as a 
souvenir of my visit, and he hunted for some time 
for a title · that he remembered with pleasure. It 
was called I think, "The Case of the Four Barons." 
Th1s he auiographed for me, and . I still have it al
though it has been some years now since I have look 
at tt. 

"He asked me which of his books I had liked 
best and I told him RED ROSE AND WHITE. He said 
that a rather nice edition of this had been publish 
ed in England in cloth;covers, and regretted that 
he ~d no· copy of it to gi~e me; then he dug deeper 
than ever in the bottomless .. drawer and came up with 
a small paper-bound reprint of the titl e . Th1s, to ,• . 
he autographed for me, and I am happy to say I stil 
have that boo~ too. It was s1gned 'Alfred Armitage 
whicih'ne ··explained was ·one o:t' ·his pen names. He 
told me, I remember, a great deal about his family 
and hoped I ' would be in England long enough to vis
it .·thein in his home. Probably he told me a great 

~ A.eaLaliout..'.Jli.s_eaily _ d~s..Jn..J;he_s_tates, too but---I _ 
made no not es of our conversation and I have no mem 
ory of this. We agreed to meet again •. • •• but I wa: 
called home within a day or two and had to write · 
111111.:that I ·could not keep tt).e engagement. It has 
jus11.gccured · tQ. me th<it durin g our conversation 
Graydon asked me if I remembered Pedro, tile dog, 
and told me with a note of pride in his voice that 
Ile had create~ P,edro • ." 
-:- I think ~r ._1J1alter Webb, who was positive (in 
the September c .. D.) tha 'IJ W.M.q. cr ~ated Pedro, will 
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be gla d to have confirma tion from Graydon hims e lf. 
Writi ng of Graydo n•s U.S. period, Mr .Sta rrett 

says t hat Graydon was a proteg e of- Edward S.Ellis, 
th e well-kno wn Americ an boys' writ er; and El lis 
said of Grayd on ' s EXILED TO SI BERIA that "it dripp
ed with co lor , as i f the author had liv ed in Russi~ 
all his life . " Among others that Mr. Starr e tt ment
i ons ar e PRINCESS OF THE PURPLE PALACE, THE RAJAH'S 
FORTRESS, and a se ri es of historical stories about 
th e A!llerican Revolutionary War. 

Mr. Starrett's introduction to Grayd on's work 
was when, as a boy in the lat e 90 's , he read th e 
middl e part of a serial THF. CRYPTOGRAM. He th.inks 
it may lat er hav e ·been print ed in England. Mr. 
Starrett says "Before I die I should lik e to know 
how th e story began and how it end ed" -- and I'd ·. 
certainly like t o procure a copy for him if it 
exists . Can any of the brotherhood he lp with .iP-
formation? · · 

Another query -- with regard to Graydon' .. s . llon , 
Robert Murray. I had to tell Mr.Starr ett that he . 
was dead, but . I had to guess that th e dat e was just 
befor e th e· War. Can anyone fill in th e rath er · 
sk etchy biographical details given in the ANNUAL? 

-,d Seri es 
ld Seri es 

POPULAR PAPERS OF THE PAST 
H.o.7 - "~luck" 

- Nov. 24th, 1894 - Oct.29th , 
- Nov . 5th, 19o4- - Mar. 18th , 

19o4- - 518 
1916 - 594-

BY Herbert-I.eck enb"y~ ~~~~~~ ~ ~ , 

ll"::· AHho ugh "Pluc k" never quite r eache d th e top 
flight ' = ong boy s• weekli es it · had one claim to 
distinc : ion i, fo r, · in i t St. J ims was born . Reade r s 
of "Plu ,:k " were th e f ir st to hear of Jack Blake, 
~erri es and Digl:ly, and to chuc kle over th e s ensat 
ional arrival of D'Arcy . True Tom Merry wait ed un
til th e school had th e dignity of a paper to i ts elf 
and th e school only stayed within ye llow covers fox 
about th e l ength of a term~ neve rth e l ess th e dist .,r 
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inction is there. However, to start at the beginn-
ing. . I . 

No.1 of "Pluck"¥ series, appeared November 
2~th, 189lt. Its advent, no doubt, was due to the 
success of the ''Marvel" and the Union Jack, which 
had then been in existence twenty and seven months 
respectively. Actually in the beginning, the title 
or the youngest of the trio was "Stories or Pluck" 
and it was to specialise in stories of brave deeds 
or soldiers, sailors, firemen, policemen, etc. 
Airmen or course were unheard of except in balloons 
It had 16 pages of three columns, and its cover was 
yellow with printing in red ink . Twelve pages or 
so were devoted to a complete story, . filling up witl 
a serial and the editor's chat. "Stories of" was 
soon dropped from the title and the stories then be 
came more varied. After about two years the red 
cover printing was changed to black or bronze blue. 

Several Nelson Lee stories appeared in "Pluck" 
four of ttiem being No.118 "Saved from Siberia"; 137 
"The Missing Ad,miral"; 158,. "A Christmas Myste-ry" 
(Double Number 1897) and 11)6, "Captain Twilight" . 
Other popular a.uthors or the day whose work frequ
ently appeared in -"-Pluck" were Henry St. John, John 
G. Rowe, Paul Herring, S.Clarke Hook, and Alec G. 
Pearson. Artists whose work cpuld often be seen 
were Harry Lane, Val Read~ng, _T.W. Holmes, Fred 
Bar~ett, R.J. Macdonald (as -early as 1900), and 
Leonard Shields. 

" · - Towards the end of the M series, serials re
~ --pr-1-nte~ - th8-Boµ..!_Er.ieiiLap.p.eS1'..ed .__The_S!Li ~ 

eluded "Clive Hardacres Schooldays", "Val the Boy 
Acrobat" · and-'Silver Blaze". 

, ·0n November 5th, .19ol+, "?-luck" again following 
in the foot ste ps of the "Marvel" arri "Uni )n Jack" 
became a penny .paper. "Whereas the "Marvel" settled 
down With ·t :wo· complete stories, and the "Union Jack 
-with one, "P~ck" tried three, in addition to a 
ser~al. K series which started in No.l concerned 
"'the ·.Five C~ades" (one being a Jap.) by S.Cl arke 
Ho"dk. Tne ·-st ·ories were something on the lines of 
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Jack, Sam and Pete, but they did not catch on, and 
were soon dropped. 

Early on came the stories of "The Captain, the 
Cook , and the i:;ngineer" usually . referred to by old
timer s as the Cookey Scrubbs yarns. These appear
ed under the name Harry Belbin, but were actually 
written by H.J.Garrish. Mr.Garrish completed 50 
years service with the Amalgamated Press towards 
the end of the war, and was still there. in 191+9. · 
He was inimitabl e in writing a yarn of stirr .ing ad
venture blended with delightfully whimsical humour, 
far superior to those of Jack, Sam and Pete. The 
·11Coakey Scrubbs" yarns were Garrish at his best; 
and th ey deserved a far longer run. They were 
illustrated, by the way, by Arthur Clarke and a 
grand job he l!lade of it. . . . .. 

With No.106, Nov.10th, 1906, came that histor
ic story "Jack Blak e of st •. Jims" . I venture to 
say that when the editor okayed the proofs that day 
in the long ago, he littl e dreamed that n~arly 50 
years on that sturdy member of the ~ourth would 
still be at the school by the silv ery Rhyl. No, 
more likely,h e would l o?k uoon it just as another · 
story for boys ,of the period, to while a pleasant . 
hour or two away. . . 

Several others followed, _but they had ·to take 
turns with two other series of school stories, 
those of Specs . & c-,. at Lyncroft, by H.Clarke Hoo~, 
and J ack North ' s (J .N.Pentei()'("I) Wycliffe yarns. 
_All w_ere spl endid stories, but de ar old "Spec ·s 11 is 

~ --1'.o.J:g.Q.tten exc ept by a very few, and Wycliffe · pass~ 
ed into the shadows long, long ago, yet still rev-
erenced by many. · .. 

After the St. Jim's stories had been transfer
ed to the "Gem", "Pluck" continued ·with school . 
yarns for a time. , They shared the pape r with an- · 
other complete story, frequently detective (the 

Advertise in the C.D. 
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thr ee complet e st ory idea was dropped soon aft er th e 
start), and a serial. In addition to the school 
ones already mentioned, there wer e some particularl) 
tine ones by Michael Storm, a rew by Lewis Hockl ey , 
and or Haygarth by Jack North. Haygarth was r ea lly 
Wyclirre re-born, made necessary because Jack North 
had made his charact ers grow older. This period 
with the school yarn prominent was, in my opinion , 
''Plucks" best. 

Then ·rollow ed a rairly · long series concerning 
Will Spearing, smart young ··pollc eman or Scotland 
Yard. He, apparently, was th e same Spearing as the 
burlyi somewhat dens e detective inspector who rre
quent y sought Sexton ·:B-l.a_ke' s help in the "Union 
J'ack". Still another ··ser1es 1 short lived, but 
sought arter to-day, dealt w1th circus life, and 
were written by Charles Hamilton, under pen-name 
Harry Dorrian. 

There .were other short stori e s too numerous to 
menti~n , and towards the end, popul ar films of the 
day appeared in story rorm. 

It will be see n th at "Pluck" ran ror over 20 
yea rs, · so it was by no means a railµr e. Yet · some
how; it seemed mever to be as healthy a s its broth
ers, the "Marvel" and th e "Union Jack". Perh aps it 
was a question that three's a crowd. Whereas Sextoz 
Bl ake settled down in the "Union Jack" ror decades, 
and th e- "Marvel" had "Jack, Sam and Pete ror a score 
of years , "Pluck" was always chopping and changing, 
ye t ~n my humble ooinion, many of the stories tri ed 
wer.e superior to thos e conc erning Cl arke Hook's trio -· · · = ner e s sometlffffgrnaveor t en pone1eree1 over. 
Supposing the "Gem" h11d nev er been born in 1907, anc 
the St.- · Jim's stori es ·had continued in ''Pluck", 
would that paper have · run on until the Second World 
war,.instead:: or dying in th e First~ Or would St. 
J'im' s ·'tiave: J.ong- ag o passed into oblivion along with 
.Lyncrot't -, .Haygarth, Abbot scrag, and all th e oth er 
schools which dwelt awhile within th e yellow covers 
or "Pluck". Its an illumin ating t hought, but one 

.which c annot be answer ed. 
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(Note: We hav e been a sked for a writ e-up on th e 

"Drea dnought". Can anyone oblig e? ) 

,-.~~~~-Conducted by Herbert Leck enby~~~~~-----i 

Bill Sawyer• s l etter published in th e "Man
chest er Guardian" (reproduc ed last month) created 
a lot of interest. It brought him a big mail, and 
as a sequel several members to th e North ern Sectio 
of th e Old Boys • Book Club . And, I can't he lp won
dering if Dr. Summerskill's r emarks Just af t erwards 

__ came_J.usj; a s_a _cohcid en.c.e.,_ 0I:.J1:oo_ther the letter 
gave her her cue;-for · one can tak e it for grant ed 
she r ead s th e "Manchester Guardian" . In any event, 
its all very gratifying. 

Whats more, his letter has twic e been referr ed 
to in "World's Press News", trade organ of news
papcrdom. What they had to say on th e s econd oc cas 
ion will be found among th e pr ess cuttings . Evid
ently Bill caused quit e a stir in Fl ee t Str eet. 

One was sorry to learn, though, th at thos e ex
cell ent Lynwood stori e s had not sold too well, but 
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they do come into a r a ther diff er ent category to th e question as to wheth er a revived "Magnet" · would be 
as popul ar as of old. It would have to be done by a firm lik e th e A.P., prepared to l ay out a tidy sum in preliminary advertis ing. That a new boys pap er 
can succ eed - we ll, se e what "World ' s Pr es s News" says about Hulton' s "Eagl e ". Anyway, you will see from Frank Richard's l etter that a "Magnet " on .th e J)_gokstalls once more is at least, within th e bounds 
o?· po~sibility. It may be that th e new stories in an enlarged "Comet" are just by way· '>f a try-out as 
I sugg ~sted last month. And with the thin end of the wedge in, who knows. However, we must wait and see. 

+ + + + + + + 

The "School Fri end" is back, but oh lo r! in very diff erent form. What's the r easo n for this "story in pictur es " craze? Is it r ea lly suggest ed 
that th e pr e sent younger generations cai;inot read very w:ell, or th at th ey havn ' t much---t1me. Its to be hoped that if ever th ey do r eviv e th e "Magnet " they 
will keep off this si lly busin ess. The cha rm of the great majority o.t_ the Gr.eyfr iars stori es was th ei r engr oss ing plots, fin e character drawi ng blended 
with r ea l humour; something you could settl e down with by th e fir eside aft er th e day ' s work was done . 
You ciµt•t get t hat ·.dth ~ f ew pictur es . So hav e a h~art Fl ee tway House . 

!!Ill a ways being asked "What about poor old 
Rookwo~"? Well here's an account of Jim111y Silv er's arrival th ere , writt en by Jack Cook, and one in 
Canada Bill Gander is busy writing "Rookwood Revi ew" 
bu1=_. th ~t.':s tor the "Annual". 

JIMMY JOINS UP. 
·'Being a bri ef accoun t of how th e newest, r awest kid of Roolor'?od _School found his f ee t, lick ed all 
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comers and bec ame Uncl e James Capt a in of the Class
ical side and sbinin ~ light of th e Lower school. 

Reading of the advent of a new boy to school, 
in our popul ar papers of our youth was always some
thi ng of a thrill . When Jimmy Silver first came tc 
Rookwood he sat in the railway carriage, unnoticed 
" - excepting when some.body trod on bis f eet and 
unreasonably a sked him ' if be wanted all the carr-

. iag e ." : . . 
Yet withi~ the hour he bad calmly pinched the 

Modern senior brake, :and :taking the reins had driv
en ·in terrific · speed right through th e gateway of . 
the old school 'and right up to the ivy clad -stone 
porch of the grey old School House. . 

'Reading on, we learn ·that the ~nterprising 
Tommy Dodd spoofs -Jimmy by solemnly telling him he 
must wear his cap in Hall - "You see, you can't ex
pect the Head to know by the shape of your nose .or 
the cut of your classic brow th at you belong to the 
Classical sid e . And with th a t, the smiling Tommy 
and bis pal.s wa l.k away. Poor, innocent 'Jimmy . walks 
into Hall as per instruction, wearing his -cap! 
Bulkeley r ea che s for bis cane, and Tommy Dodd puts 
in a belpfUl word: 

"Th0y•ve got no more manners than bears," said 
Tommy Dodd ca lmly. Still, coming into Hall with ' 
bis cap on is a bit thick ev en for a Cl a ssic." · 

Crimson faqed, Jimmy esc apes, ami d hi~arious 
l aughter - and is tripped at th e doorw ay by the · 
Moderns who pinch his cap. 

Lat er th at ·night there is a Modern raid on th e 
Classic al dorm •• . ·with dis a strous r e sul.ts for the 
too coc\c' Moderns. · Jimmy and co . scor e ~ vie ~ 
by tying -up their rivals back t o back and allowing 
them ··to wrig ~le home as best th ey can. They vow 
veng eanae on Jimmy who had been the me ans of turn
ing the tables on them . 

"Jimmy sudd enly finds himself in th e peculiar 
position of having th e casting vot e in the Junior 
Captaincy Election. Tommy Dodd versus Smythe, 
Smythe as Classical candidate. He is courted assid 
uously, fought over, cajoled ·but to no avail. At 
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t he height of th e e l ection f ever J i mmy calmly anno 
ces he hasn't deci ded. At th e very l ast second 
Ji mmy votes f or Smythe - and Smythe is e l ect ed by 
one extr a vote. 

J immy's nerv e enr ages ·Lovell & Co_. who try to 
kick him out of th e end study - with th e r esult th at 
Lovell & Co. r eceiv e a bottl e of ink over the ir 
c hivv i es . Lovel l l oses his t e.'1lper and. l at er follows 
Ji mmy to th e ol.4 quarry , where Ji mmy had begun a 
spot of exp,loring. · Love ll tri e s to jUl)IJ) .a cha sm to 
r each Jimmy - and s llps on th e brink . Jimmy c.11.mbs 
down and r esc ues Love ll, carr ying him back t o sch oo 
pick aback. PeacA in th e end stu dy. · 
. Smythe's choic e of a .t eam to f ace Gr eyfriars 
gets Jimmy & Co. mad - they rag Smythe ' s st udy , and 
Bulkel ey makes th em cl ean up! Greyfriars wins -
6 - nil. Late r , a f our banded ·mi ll tak es pl ace; 
Fistical Four versus Dodd & Co. J i mmy licks Dodd 
and honours ar e even. The old riv a lry r emains a 
ding-dong battl e for many a fine yarn aft er this -
Ji mmy becomes Captain, but its st i ll a que sti on of 
whi'ch i s Cock Hous e at Rookwood School. 

-- Finis -

Magnet Titles (contd. ) 

., . 21+7. Top Dog; 21+8. The .Bounder' s . Triu mph;_· 249 . 
The .i;ir eyfri ars Crusa ders; ?50. -, Sacked fr om the Sch 
251. The Schoolb oy Renegad e ; 252.Mar k Li nl ey• s l as t 

ht · 2-3. Drwnmed out of Greyfr i ars; 25'4.Bob Cherry ' 
Bar r~~g Out; 255.Har ry Whart; on'"sl'Tfi'f; 256. ThE! G-rey
fr.1,ql's __ Pantomime ; 257 .Fish's Fag AgencYi 258. Rake 
·or th e Reilic:ive; 259.L eft in · th e Lurch; 2o0. Harry 
~ar ton & Co's Rescu e; 261.Scorned . by Greyfriars; 
262.A Spl _it in th e Sixth ; 263. Captain Coker ; 261+. 
A Son of th e Sea ; 265. The Captain's Minor; 266. 
Bob Ch~~ry• s socr et ; 267.Chums Afl oa t; 268.The Sc 
boy Conjur br; 269.Barred by the Fags; 270.Bo b Cherr 
Cha 11ei · 271. The Impossibl e Four ; 272. The School boy 
Money-l ender; 273. 'Fri ars versus Saints ; 
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THE POSTAL ORDER SAGA. 
by C. Wright . 

W.R. Bunter was very much like Mr.Micawber in 
one respect. He was always waiting ror something 
to turn up, but tricky - as Micawber was in getting 
credit, th e Owl had him licked t o a rrazzl e as it 
were. The amount pocket ed by Bunter on th e str eng
th of that wonderful postal order during his long 
and varied car eer at Greyfriar _s must hav e been imm
ens e . 

It is tru e that the long expect ed ord er did 
turn up on one famous occasion, but as it was only 
for a humble tanner , and made payabl e at Courtfield 
at that, W.G. was more ·disgusted than pleased at 
receiving it. 

The famous postal order was sprung on nearly 
every new boy who app eared at Greyfriars, quite a 
f ew of them wer e warned of it by some good samarit
an, but as a general rule Bunt er had been there 
first so to sp eak . 

The times that the long suffering Famous Five 
cashed it for him must be practically countl e ss, 
Maul,y too, be ing another victim who oft en advanc ed 
sums large and small to get rid of th e persist ent 
Owl, so its nuisanc e va+ue was pr etty good to o. 
Even hard nuts like th e Bounder and Fishy were 
caught on rar e occasions by th e Wily Owl, although 
it must be admitted that he got more bootings thiµi 
bobs from th e last named two. 

Had th e ''Magnet" continued on .throui;i:h the sec
ond World War th e cel ebrat ed postal ord er must sur e 
ly have become incorporated in th e Greyfriars coat 
of arms, and Mr.Quelch would have had to devote ·a 
chapt er or so on it in his History or Greyfriars. 

The local shopkeepers immediate l y ga ve him th e 
·marb l e eye on mention of it, and ev en butl ers at th E 
houses where he spent a good many vacat ion s were no 
immune from being "tapped" t o cash it in advance ; 
In fact Bunter and his postal order were synonymous 
lik e Gussy and his topper, or Inky and his wonderfu 
Enizllsh. 
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o------ WOOD GREEN Ml':ETING 2 MAY, 213'.r . -----
There was a spl endid att endanc e on th e occasion 

of the above meeting, with Clive Simpson of th e 
Northern branch as th e distinguish ed visitor. Len 
Packman, sprightly ~s ever, opened the meeting in 
his usu a l good styl e. The minut es of th e l ast meet
ing and the months correspondence were r ea d, and th e 
Treasurer's r eport adopted, One of th e lett ers r e&d 
wa·s from Glyn Prother oe, F.Z.S., Edit or of "Fea th er
ed Friends". This gentl eman, not <:>nly furnished 
a mem·ber of th e clan w1 th a copy of th e number con
taining th e story by Frank Richards , has als o become 
a member and has offe r ed two tickets, eith er for th e 
London Zoo or Whipsn ade , for priz es at one of th e 
mee tings when a good competitiv e quiz i s held. The 
grat erul thanks of th e club are du e to this gentle- ' 
man, and to all int erested in f ea th er ed friends will 
find the afore mention ed journal very us eful and 
helpful. . 

Len Packman's unass a ilabl e position as quiz 
champion rec eived a strong attack fr om the Northern 
branch in · Clive Simpson and. in a fighting finish, 
they deadh eat ed for first place with C. Wri ght a good 
third . In th o short pictur e quiz that f o ll owed Len 
secured maximum point~ to f inish f ir st. 

Sale and exchange follow ed and good busin ess 
was done. 

---1--- u"·l'dw,s-t:oL..theJr.ank..lll..chards....pho.t.o~phs....Jifll'..e_ _ 
taken and it is to be honed to have th es e ava ilabl e 
at th e nex t meeting. · 

Postal pr ovincial members stationary will be 
dispatched now it has can e to hand, and thos 3 not 
receiving same within a fortnight -ar c ~sked to send 
a postcard to th e Sec ret ary. . . 

Seven new members were enroll ed :- H.Spenc er, 
G.Protheroe, R.A.Nicho ·11s, R.Crollie, F.Gr een, 'M. 
Ferlileer and- A.Stewart . : · 

· The next meetin g is on Sunday, June 18th at 12, 
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t.sh burnh am Pl a ce , Gr ee nwich, Land on\ S.E.1 ,'). 
Att endanc e ·: w. ,R:and 'R.Whit et; Len ., Josill ... and 

E.Packman, c.,O . and A.Wri ght, A.W.L ,,.wson , M.Prlor, 
I an Whit mor e , A. '3lun de n ,R .Southw ood, c.wa·111s, A. 
St e.wart , R.Brown, E.Reynolds, M.F er m.ee.r , .e, .simps on, 
J.Parratt, J.Geal, ? . Kee ling, R.and H.Deacon, . 
N.Flatman and P.Podro. 

Benjamin a. Whiter. 

FOR SALE t o the Highest offer . Bulleyes 1 - 181+. 
Jan.1931 - Sep t.1934 . Compl e t e Seri e s . Boys'Fri end 
Volume Bound .December 1903 - June 1904. -26 c opi es 
B.F.L. Numb er 19. "Nelson Lees" Pupil, by Maxwell 
Scot t. Ne arly All Uni on Jacks from 1000 - 1531 . 
Mint Condition. Bill Martin; 93, Hillsid e, Lond on, 
N. W.1 0. · 
WANTED: .Odd lots mixed book s , bound Fant a sy .Fiction~ 
Odd Numbers Dr ea dnought, Boys• Friend 3d and "4d.-· 
Libr ari es. Anything ,. Exchanges. Henry J.H. Bart
l et t, Peas Hill, Shipton Gorg e , Bri~po~t, Dors e t. 

WANTED URGENTLY: To complete a volume r or binding , 
Magnets Nos. 1118 and lli9,' Robert Wilson, 100, 
Broomf i e ld Road, Glasgow, N. 

FOR SALE: B.O.P: ··Vol. XIV, 1891-2. · Of'f'9r s . pl ease. 
R. Crollie, 8, Lytt on Road , Romrord, Essex. 

WANTED URGENTLY: To complete ·set~ .. No.13 Collectors 
l'l'i"!rCli-fhmy- anif--lfos.'r,9,-and - lG--bf'7'1;he- 8t G~3 pE!1'-- -
Collector. A.J.So uth way, P.O. Box 3, Beaconsfiel~, 
Cape Pr ovinc e, So1,1th Africa • . 

WANTED: Al l back numbers Co ll ectors' Digest, Also 
Annu al s. Bi ll Martin; 93,Ht'llside, St oneb r -idl!;e Park 
Lond on, N. W.10. · ' · 

WANTED URGENTLY: Bound Volumes or Separ a t ~ copies o 
Pictures and Pictureg oe r for years · l914-1918 ~nclus 
iv e . Thomas Johnson, Raby .Cottage, Raby Park, Nesto~. 
Wirr :>.l Che qhire. · 
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~~~~~~C onducted by Robert Blythe. 

The Lord only knows what Bob Bl yt he 's t houghts 
hav e been regarding his Column thes e past two monthi, 
but no doubt I sha ll hea r all about it when he r e
turns home ! Mea nwhil e, this . month I am supplying 
mor e dat a . Some r eaders .may think this is a waste 
of tim e and sp ace, but to my mind, for th e mor e int
ere st ed and seri ous r eader / coll ecto r, on e cann ot 
have t oo much data. Most Lee -it es know as much (or 
mor e) about th e Nels on Lee stori es as I do , and I 
f ee l t hat a more us eful purpose can be s erv ed by 
fillin g this column with oth er relative informati on. 
HEire ."th en, ar e th e titl es of th o first 50 st.Fr ank'i 
stori es publish ed in .th e Boys Rea lm, as fr om J an.5tl 
1919," - th e dat e of its r eturn. · 

These titl es will be continu ed in next months 
Column. P ers ona lly I am inclined to doubt th e auth 
enticity of a .number . of th ese st ori es , f or th ey do 
not s eem ·t o ·-be th e same standard of work shown by 
Mr.Brooks in th e Nelson Lee. However, he tells me 
he wrot e th em -and he sh ould know! 

. Needless t o '.say, many of th e illustrations ar e 
by th at wizard of e tchers E.E . Briscoe. 

·, - .·, Thes e titl es ar e supJ)lied thr ough th e court e sy 
orq rr : "K:J~tn way to whom l t;ende r my s1ncer e 
thanks .-
No. !. Handforth's Gre at Wheeze ; 2. Riv a ls in Sport; 
3. Wellb orn e 's _Littl e Pl ot ; 4 .Handfort h's Lat est; 

· 5. -_'By Hal f ··a ' L~rigth; 6. _Fullwood' s Fa ilur e; 7 . Skimn 
:!:ng- th e -Crossbar; 8. Aft er Li ght s out; 9. His Word 

, of Honouri· 10. The J oy Riders; ll.. Honour f or St • 
.. Frank's; 2, . The Surprise Pa cket; 13. Har t' s Litt le 

way; 14 . A St ormy ..Affair· 15. s aved by th e Enemy; 
16. The Fat "e(Ul t ett er; i?. By Whose Hand?; 18 . The 
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Fals e Messag e ; 19 • . IU~ Honour Rede emed; 20. Rough on Handf orth; 21 .,,.q~a Myst ery of Hall owdene; 22. The Third Form Ri ; 23. The Mystery House; 24. Hi• Lordship; 25 . The . choolb oy Si>Y; 26 • . . Mis9ing fr om School; 27. Marc1,1s···Lyle' s Secret; 28. Tqo in~ny . Cool 29. The Limit in Masters; 30.Tr 'ouble ,f orf:Thr,'ce:; 31 . Admi ssion One Shilling; 32. The Guy of St. Fr an1c•·s; 33 • . The Match of th e Term; 34. The "'olly of Fullw ood ; ,35. The Remove Master's Secret; 36. Fighting Back; 37. The Cheert\il Lunatic; 38. T. T. ot St . Frahk's; . 40. The New Year Carnival; l+l. Tuck er' Tuck; 42 . Saving the · Funds.; ·43 . "Handy" the Hubby; 44. HandfortH .the Ve~tril~q~ist; · 45. Too much of a J oke ; 46. Handforth's Pie ·; lt7. A "Pref ect" Day; 48. The Remove Paper Chase; 49. Nipper & Co's Capt. ure; 50. Fatty Little - FO".ltballer. 

And now, to c onclude 1 here is this month's batch of Nels on Lee (O.S.J tit ·les:- · · 
410. Always in the Wrong; 411. Sons of Gentlemen; 412. Saoked fr om th e School; 413. Down and 0Ut3 414. The Pris oner of the Nort h Tower; 415. The Hap; Car avane rs; 416; The Schoolb oy Minstrels; 417. Jogging along the Highway; 418. Champion.s· of , the Oppress ed; 419. The Remove on Tour;- ·420. , The Trav el ing School; 421. The Touring School in Wales; 422. The Lads in Lanc ashir e ; 423. The Mysterycof Lak e Thirtl e~ere ; 424 . Adrift.on th e Atl~tic; . 425. The Bright Lights of Broadway; 426. A Thr ee Thousand Mil e Race ; 427. On th e Californian Express; 428. ~F rank• s in .F~laa<i;_!t29..J.heJ1)'S.t.er.y ~ ot.:..D.~more Island; 430. The Slav e s of ·Dortimore lsland. 

WANTED: Boys Friei:,.d Library. N,;i.633. entitled "The Idol of St. Frank's". J. W. Cook, 4, Swanst on Patl.) , Oxhey, Watford, Harts. 
WANTED: Will pay 6/- each and postage for f ol lowini S.0.L's 41,42,65,66,89,90; and 5/- each for 161,16 ~. 185 ,209,210 , 233 and 391. B.D.Holtz, Ve sturgata 11, Reyk javik, Ic e l and. 



Dr. Slll1lI!lerskill is Hoping , Too •. ~~~~~~ 

May 9th , 1950 
Dea r Herbert Leckenby, 

Many thanks f or th e C.D. and your lett er. Go~d 
as ever, esp eci a ll y the "Story of th e Toff". 

Yes, I not ed your query on page 1~7, and sh ould 
be glad to answer it in th e affirmativ e. But th ere 
is nothing definit e on the subj e ct so f ar. All I 
can say at present is that I still hope t o see th e 
old Magnet r evived, and th at it doe sn't s eem now s o 
i mprobable :as it did. 

I was very pleased to s ee Dr. Summers kill's 
kin dly referen ce to the old papers, and I have had 
a ver y pleas ant letter from that disti nguished lady 

- •expr.essing - a.-ld.n<Lhope- that - we_ sha11-soon___see them 
on the bookstalls again. I enclose a cutting from 
the "Ti mes" of May 1st that may interest you. 

Your "quote" about Mr. Iraldi is certainly ex
tremely . int .e·resting. We· are now in touch, and I 
have had sev eral very interestin g letters f rom hi m. 

My th e way, there will be a "Bil ly Bunter" 
story in "Tom Merry's Own" annual t hi s year. So 

.. many reader 's wrot .e t o me about leavin g Bunter out, 
that it just · had to be done. The story is called 
"Bunt er for · Christmas". I have the idea too of 
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putt ing in a Spanish cross-word puzzle, · ~n the 
beha·lf of readers studying that language. What do 
you think of that ? · 

The new se ries begins in the Comet 1n the issu 
dated 27th May. I have also wri~ten a Bunter story 
for an A.P. Publ1c at 1on called ''The Knock-Out Fun 
Book" . What with writing Greyfriars again, and 
this glorious weather, Frank Richards is feeling as 
if the Time Machine · had carried him back a quarter 
of a century or ·.so, leaving him a mere kid of fifty! 

With kind regards, 
Always yours sincerelyb 

Frank Richards . 
+ + + + + 

· We' ye a Friegi at the B.B c. 
Broadcasting House, London, W.l. ~th.May, 1950 . 
Dear Mr. Sawye·r , ·· · .. . . 

Pl ease forgive t he very · long delay in replying 
to your lett er of the 1st April; .· 
· I have great sympathY with your Club · and its 
admiration for "Billy Bunter''~ - and if there is the 
small est chance of squeezi ng the fat boy on to the 
air, I assure you I will add my shoulder to the · 
general heave. 

Yours sincerely, 
Lion el Gamlin. 

Special Pro gr amme Organiser 
"Hull o Children" . 

..... ..&.. ..L. ..... '-. _ ~.,,_ ___ _ 

The "Ghost" of Wally ·Hammond. 

277, Kings R_oad, 
Kingston, Surr ey. 

Dear Editor, . 
As is known the "Claverhouse" ·yarns in the 

''Modern Boy" are by •Gunby Hada th• although the 
author• s name is given as . Wally Hammond the Cri:.c.ket 
e~. . . 

On lo okine thr)ud i some ''Modern Boys" or more 
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rec ent vintage, I noticed the "Told in th e Tucks hop" 
tales by John Beresford are written in the same 
styl e , also s ome of the characters are the same . i.e 
Danson and Potts or _ th e 5th of 11Claverhous e 11

, (the 
rival school was "Gr ey st one s"), and in the tu ckshop 
tales they are in the 5th of Gr ey ston e s. Anyway, i t 
all points to one and the same author . 

Can any one conf:irm this, and do es anyone know 
of any more yarns by John Beresford? 

JOHN GEAL, 

+ + + + + + 

Economy at Fl ee tway House 

3, Montgomery Drive, 
Sheffield 7. 

Dear Mr. Editor , May 6th/50. 
Referring the int eres ting history of' "Th e Bulls 

eye " by Mr. C. H.Groom:t,ridge in :the May i ss ue of the 
"C.D." may I dra w at .t en tion to an ·artic l e published 
in "Th e story Paper .Co.ll e ctor" No. I+, Octob e r /De cem
ber / 1+1·. Th e author, Bill Gand er, makes comparisons 
between "The Bulls eye" ·an d a much earlier A. P. pap e 
calle d ''Fun and Fiction", the first number of which 
appear ed on Octob er 12th 1911. I quote from Bil l's 
article .,, . , 
"This pap er (The Bullsey e ), i n st yl e of st ori es, 
illustr a ti ons with cha ract er s in dress sui t s an d 
spats, an d blue · cove r page s, was "Fun and Fic ti on" 
al l ov er again - min us the fun: th e r e were no comic 

-f-e-a-t--u-l'-0s-1n ..llT-1:l&----Bu-llse;te" --I n - the......f.ir s.t ....t:.e:w....numb
ers were illu s tra t i ons identical with some that 
app ear ed in eith er "F .& F," or "Firefly" years be
fore - _ as far · as can be told from memory - but t he 
s.t or J,es wer .e different. 
· The Amalgamatei -Pr ess made a good investmen t 

vhen ,they purcha se d these well e itec ut ed drawings fo 
th ey appeared, once again, only a f ew y ea r s ago, in 
"Film Fun" in which slightly revised stor i es of "Th 
Bulls eye" - s eries, ."The House of Thrills" we re pub
lish ed. - , Yours _ sincerely, Leonar d M. Allen. 
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Hands across th e Sea. 
Lancaster, 
P.A. ,u.s. ·,L 

May 7, 195'0. 
Dear Mr. Leck , nby, 

Just a hurri ed note to t ell you the three pkgs 
arrived in fine shap e and I'm well pleased with the 
weeklies. I certainly do appreciate your kindness 
in helping me obtain th em. The c~nditi~n is all 
you said it was, and the only thing ·r•m sorry for 
is th e "scotch mending tape" that was us ed on the 
covers of eight or nine of them. will writ e more 
bt~. . 
P.s. it was nic e of you to give me. the little writ e 
up in .. c.D. 

Sincerely, 
R.L. Caldwell. 

(Ray Caldwell's letter refers to a collection (ll+O 
copi es) of . American dime magazines - Nick Carter's, 
Diamond Dicks, e tc. of 1899-1900. They were almost 
in mint condition, and in hands of someone quite 
outside our circle. I was confident th ey ·would be 
welcomed :;_n A!ner:!.ca, Just as red covered ''Magnets" 
found somewhere in U.S.A. would be grat efully re
ceived over here. It intrigued me as to where they 
had been lying for over 50 years , appar ently untouc1-
ed. Unfortunat e ly I didn't find out . H.L. ) 

FOR SALE: Compl ete works of Gunby Hadath (also as 
- hl-ohn----Mowbl'ay-1-Up-to - 1-91+8-.- Abou-t-GO- boek s,- l+/-6-e aoh'.j

inc ludi ng postage. Titles on r eque st . Good cond1t 
ion, ma:1Y autographed. A.J. Southway, P.O . Box 3"., 
Beacons f ield, Cape Provinc e , South Africa. 

WANTED: ''Moder n Boys" and Boys Friend Li braries con 
taining "Captain Justice" yarns. Also 1st new s eri e 
Nelson Lee. John Geal , 277, King 's Road, Kingston 
Surrey. 

~r Magnets 517-519 inclus. - Tom Red.wings arr! 
val at Grey!'riars. P.Warren, 15 Vicarage Grove;Eccli s. 



-.-.-.-.- .-.-.-.-.-. ---.-.-·-·-·-·- ·-·-· ---.-.-.- .-.- .-. 
Readers o f this sec tion of the C.D. are again aske d to 
send ALL corres ponden c e r el ~ting to Sexton Blake t o the 
Editor, }!. l i. !Jond, 10 Eru :':'en, Rhir;,bina, Cr:.rdiff . s . ~?al es . 
-,-.-.- .-.-.- .-.-.-.- .-.-.-.-.---.-.-.-.-.-.-.- .-.- .-.-. 

c/INNING H I S SP UR S 
1'lle story of Sexton Blake ' s Teut Case 
r elated by :IA,LTz.q·TipBB• **** 

An-ER ri s i ng to t he Sixth Form at st . Anne ' s, Blak e lert 
in or de r to f:u,ish his education at Oxford, and it ,as 
during his stay nt the U:liversity that he definitel y 
mde up hi s mind as to · ,:,.ha t his f'uture ca r oo r t.::.s going 
to b e . 
HIS entry into th e fie ld of crilile investi g;,,t ion rras 

-· - ·- enooumg.ing..-a 11d-i n....:tha-UNION_J"J.CJWfo- 1-2!>-da-t&d-l oth --- -
S,epten:iber. 1896 , ~.s tho story descri bi ng "Ho,·, Saxton Blnke 
~"/On h'is · S:>u:-s 11

• This tit l e -rns v,rit t m by gj_lliam S..~i-1 

Rao, one of the earliest cf nl l Bl ako aut laor s . It 
OOS.r s -o cert ~in rc::rnmblsnce to t he first i31ake story ever 
~ubl .ished; t ;lfl.t d"/it"'h · ll!'mS 'lntit led 111.rhe 1 Ysto ry ~.illionci rt" 
Ol).d a, ::>ear ed in the 1.-Zrvel in 1303 u!'ldcr t: l~ :;,,uthorship 
of Hal ;~eredit h . I 
S,,U1,,'] RA!: bcGP,11. hi s mmm vor si on by de scribing scenes 

. d.uri :-ig tho -~~~ci:1g of the 11?r incess Alice " in 1878 . Tho 



~~~~~~~~~~~183~~~~~~~~~~~-

s'.lLlO ves sel c.:id it 's do~truct; .on ur.s t~e thcoe of tho l.ioredi ti 
version, ,,ho also doscr1bcd seonos during the sinkiJl g of' . it . 
rr ,,as during th e ovening of tho 3rd of' Soptembor 1878 tll![t 
t horo occurod ono of th o cost torrible soo disastors in 
ilritain's histo ry. The saJ.oon steemor ''Princ oss Alico" 
,-,as ploul?}1ing hor r,a.y homon::;rd up tho lo \1or roaches of' tho 
Thel;los '1i t:1 over nL,o hundred ploa suro socking con , ,ranc n 
a>id children aboa rd. .Among them \le.s Sexton Blako, then a 
youth scarcely out of his t oons, uho had started alone f'or 
a day's pl cuSUJ°1f• !'nr los s r esorvod t ha n ho is to-~y, 
young Blako, by reason of' his pleasing po::-sonality, o.xhuborani 
spirits and excell ent dancing, had bucoiao v ory popular omona 
those of tho f air sax .-dth ,-,ho,a ho had bccoiao ac quainted ~ 
B.:J;OllE tho disaster Bl,,ko hnd struclc up a f'riondship ,n. t.'1 a 
youth of about his ot:n age. Tho lnttor, ,i1oso nano ms 
Harry furfo rd, had bo on in glu:i spirits throughout tho trip, 
due t o tho disa ]:l;:,cnrnnco of his sr10othoort , th o, accordi :a~ 
to arrangocont, should havo boon on board, and it ms milst 
lllakc res trying to console hiia t llc.t tho ''?rincoss Alico" 
res raoaod by tho cargo boat "llyuol.1 Cnstl.o", r esul ting Ln 
tho rapid sinking of tho plo asu ro sto=or and tho loss of' 
over sovon hundrod live s, including thoso of Cr.ptain Or:!..1-
stoad and nearly al l his cro" • Blnko u ,-s doscribod ns 
he ving ,,orkod heroically in tho roscl!o of forts, t.'lougjl so 
sudden ~.nd terrific uis the forco of iupact th at f'o \7 liv •• 
could bo savod . 
TO l!ar fo::-d you :,g Bl<,ko tr. do a prociso . Ho '·"' uld endea vour 
t o tr .i ce his f'ri en d' s fk , nco o &nd thus I>lko this a tost ens,. 
Ho •:ould •,ork on it "·" e. friend, and on tho succosc of this 
,-,:,uld depen d , hotllo r ho ontored tho ra:ilcs of prof'essionnlis:1 
or not. And so, his futuro dopending upon tho rosult lll.ako 
sat out on his task of tryi 11g to locato tho Dissing girl. 
'!HAT he lacked in oxporienco in thoao days ho cado up for 
·:i.th " r m.:,\Tk>,.blo onth usias:, for tho p r of'ossion 1:hich, t>ith 
gric doto rcinat ion ho t:er.irt to pursuo and ·=st or . His soli"
co r.£idoneo 1T.s cna.zing, so o uch so in f~'.ct th:.:-.t ho sat out on 
his quest '7it h a pai r of handcuffs jingling in his pocko t, 
oit!1cr not c,-ring, or being unr .,-er o of the, ft'.ct t:-iat,strictly 
spouking, ho had no c.uthority to nrrest ,myono, crook or no 
crook. 
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YOU!!G Jll al: c sc>on fo und !1mo olf foll o·.,1.:ig t !io tr a il of t :10 
gi rl' s a bduct or, a crir:ircl bonring t he si n ist er ooun:ii:1 g 
nar:o of Egb ert TrorA:>l:t. Lac k ot a capnbl o a soi st a:rt pro ved 
a hand ic ap t o t he yout'.1£ul inv osti g, tor •.-hon it bo can o 
noc osa nr y t hat t ro tr ci l s sho uld be cov ered at one and tho 
saoo t in o, and i t ms a bad orror of ju dga:iorrt vn his part 
,'.hich pr oaptod h in to so nd Harford o llt t o sh ad o\7 tho cr ook, 
n r.ovo t.ihioh only ro sultod in Tro ,.olf bei ng put en h is 
guard, for, inoxpor io ncod in such uork us h e ms , Her ford 
, a s s oon di s cov ered. His tnslc the r eby i::u,d o -uor c d ifficult 
Blnko docidod t o vorlc nl ono. His o:;,ti.trl.,c slightly diz.Jood 
but his confidence in h ins ol f by no aoans i.r:, a irod. 
Tr®.10LF ,ms oth er th i n gs b osid e o be i ng u ki dn.::..:,:,or; h o ha d 
n r.,osl; int or osting s idolino· In tho s e days, d>o.'1 t! io 
golden gloari of 11 s:,ver oign '"'" " cocrcon en ough sight to tho 
oyo, tho cro ok Yms onga god i:l helping put into C:ir culat i on 
co nsi d or nb lo qu antuti o s.of sp uri ous coin. Ge.ini llf n ccoss 
to Tro ,,:,lf' s l odgb go ono nigjrt, young BJ.oleo disc ov er ed 
certain psp or o bel on gi ng t o th o cro o1'. Young Blok• so~n 
diocov cr cd th nt t he cont crtt o of th ose proved conclu si vc'ly 
·mat particular head .. of cri.ainnl a ctivity ho vns on g..igod 
up on. 
H! on e of tho foul est c:xl L10 :rt l u\!l oss of sluos in t ho 
~ a.st !!;nd u coining ost nblish nant he.d boon ·sot up .1nd 't7D. S 

ca rri ed on by a skilful gi:ing. 3y r easo n of h is p o!Xi.ti <>n 
a :>! i:, fl uonco, and dr iv en by g,-o•:,1.ng de bt s , Trou, lf ha d 
joined up \/ith t h a:i :ind had ::,r cv od u~-.,ful i n di s:,c sing o f 
l ar ge qunn titios of t !10 sp uri ou s co i nag e, , h ilo hio un
dOul:ttcd shr o1cldnoss nnd cun1'li.ng hc.d aa do !1ic a r ath or in-
di sncns ibl o ncn bor ct th o ge ng. Ili s shr m:;dl1css , ho\7ovor, 
bai-su£ £=od..zLbi,d l.op s<>--'7hon-1"t l ed hiu t o t ho cho~~ sing 
of his li eut enants, hi s ia::cd i nt o t r.o be in g i n<livid uuls 
nc.::od Carr oty Sen end Rooney. 
BLAJ;E doc idod oh t ho po licy of "Sot t i ng ::, t h iof to cat ch n 
t h ief", r. ;, oliey rh ich l ud t o th o un doi ng o f t ho :.rch
cr ili innl _Vide cq, e nd th or oupcn sot out t o contnc t C,ir r oty 
Sao• . Sao ,r.. s ono of th os e ut tur l y dosp ic abl o cr ocks, on e , 
uh o , for a co nsid era t io n, r,.:.iuld bo di spos ed t o bvt roy ,o 

:f'ollo w cr'ioinal t o ·tho po lico. Foll o·:.d.ng a tolk ui th t ho 
l r.ttor, Bl ak e th on lod ged i nfol'tlntion ,iit h th o nut :'iriti o3 
,·,ith t h e r es ult t hnt =. ·.,nrr ant \'.-<IS i ss ued for Tr o·:.clf' s e rr-., 



S"k:£.'?S had to be true.em qu1c i~J.y, 1ur , ac cc.•·di:-:g to the l"Ol.!n ~ 
sleuth ' 5 infor rx.tion ,.trero lt , discovering Bngl nnd to be :t >o 
hot a place t~ carry on h is a ctivities, had decided on a 
general s:i,,re out, after , hich he intended to esc a :,e to t ·ie 
Continent . 
c.lJIRarY SAi ! led !3lal:e and the poli ce t hr ougj:l the somed1a t 
cODlllicat&d ba ck st reets of the u.st r::nd, in the heart of tllich ' beneath a t otte r ing old !,uilding the coine r s ' den , 
a l a rge double vaulted cell ar , vias si t unted . In t he en
suinp; r aid 'l'rewolf ms capt ured but l atar escaped, an d 
young 3lake me.de hot pursui t as the cr ook , mounting floo r 
aft er floo t-,. i;,ined the atti cs and so on to the roof of 
the !,uilding . llrom beh ind sheltered ch:iJ!lney st a cks purs ,e d 
a!ld p ur st,er exchanged pisto l shots. Below, a fire eaca p ,> 
d,i ch had h<!en sutt1o ned tor the purpose _ ot effecting t he 
crooks ar rest ,2s placed into 1>0sition . Tho jib , sli th it • s 
life sa ving c anvas s leeve ms raised wrtil it rested on ·:.ue 
coping behind the desparate '£1 <molt , :i:sc a :,e c1,t off !'ror., 
both directions t:,e cr ook smmg him sel f into the canv as 
sh oot, and Blak e, n oth ing loth, toll om,d him, l-"din g oh . 
t.'le body of his vi ctim a :,d kno cking al l th e br eath out o f 
him . In no condition to r es ist a rrect, Tre:,o lf nas at t he 
yo tL"lg det ectiv e ' s mercy. 
THE inspector i n charge ot pol ic e oper atio ns, noting r.ith 
syc!)llthy th o y oungst er 's ex ci t enent and enthusiaS!I , goo;! 
naturedly at ood aside a!ld a ll ot1ed ;Jlake to put the h and 
cuffs on l1is victim . A blu ff and kindl y man ho =s aleo 
an underntand in g ono. And to quote from the sto ry:-

0 •• • • u1d never cli d compcso r hea r succ t er lilUsic t han 
did Sexton Blalc:e a s the ha ndcuff s clicke d on tho 
ur ist s of tho criminal ho had run t o oa rth. }!is r1r -st""trumph-: " --- --- ---

Ti'.I:roLF' s r easo n t or kidne p:, i ng th o girl , m>o -s r os cuod 
qui to wiherm od , had b oon carried out f or the purpose ot 
fo rcing her to ntarr y him , th o gir l h llaving j ut eomo i nto 
a considora bl.o f crtune by ro e.s on of tho death of r.n Uncle 
in Aus tr alia . 
Bor this, hi e first big cr imi l'lal captive, youn g !llako 
r ocoi vod lti s first monetary re tmr d, y c,t su cc ess in itse lf 
u,s tho g,o otost roco::ipons e, as i t enti t lc,d tho amat eur 
dotoctiv o to pas~ into t h o prof essional rank s and attain 



such sig~ suc co s s a s to J.18.ko his naLJo a h ousoh vld \.Ord. 
A l ast uord a bout th ~ a uthor: 
11ILLIAL s:A 17 P.AB vro.s nvt tho auth or's ra .,l name, ~.ad 
ro a dor s 0£ the D::y's l:1riond" may romcmbor his roal ono , f or 
under such ho uroto sovcral ,rt;ories f or that periodical 
in th o old days. 
SlATJ RA:,: ms a crime j o::rnalist nat1ed Ernest Trooton, 

-- ooOco- - TiiI: mm, -- 00 000---.-... -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-..... -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-,. .-.-.-.-.-
T~:Ei ROU!ID TARLI,. 

Thia month ' s lottor box has boon very p~Jr ind ucd, 
in faot I do not think that I had a singlo lottor on Jlnke 

.mattors fr om nnyono . 
J.'his is e groat pity r oa lly, fo r ,.-o 

have a grand o:,::,ortunity in Blaki.ana to discuss L1Bttors 
among~ ours olvc.:s about our own s,eci.G.l favourite in t!tc 
detective 1:'orld. Porha ns tho SU11L1or Eonths !"till bo l o3 s 
fruitful th e.n th o . ,vi nt er · ono s as r egards correspondenc e 
but I ho pe that you ,n.11 ,,rito mo t'lhon you hav o any i de as 

or suggestion s . On t he CO"'!>loti on of this mo,rths iosue 
I am off for tro ,100!: s hol iday in \:lost ';'al os. In my 
travelli :,g case I have packed ar.cy quite a pile of ::.lakes 
includ ing ono or tt.o of the 2nd seri es by G. :1. Teed, and 
£l s.o a fow of the modorns. libr onco I ho!)e to have a 
quiet life with Bl ako . I ho pe all Jlek o fans , ,i ll have 
a good holid ay t h is yoa r nnd ::ilso th at th ey u ill not forgot 
t hat a J lnke ct cry at tho oeaddo or in tho count .-y ca n be 
as exciti :ig as on n ci.ntor 's ~ rturno on at home. 
Ono littlo itcin I rou ld like t o ae :rti~n be f oro c l cs ing is 
tbat - 0.ur-.0.l.d' fr iend Ar?tho:,y Par sons so cc,s to bo sli ".>'>ing _ 
back int o th e rut OL-t of nh ich most 3lak e a uthors cra " led 
some monihs ago . · I n his l ates t effo rt "Li vi ng In ~er 1

' 

(s .B .L. 3r d ; sorios llo . 215) he bri ngs up tha t old sore 
c.ARrER. 3lako introduces ~inke r to hi s clic:rt as l.iR. 
CARJ'ER. Plo a so drop it Lr. · Par so ns, and ·.;i ll oth er Jlake 
authors t a ke = rning. If a roo son for Cr.rt e r could bo 
given it might not · be so bn d, but '1here on earth did thoy 
dig up th at namo. Is John Hunte r to bl ame? 



I Kl: ~-./ A T E O II Y 

by i.;r . Ao oung of :!lalhom 3 . '1.17 

i1y intoro st f Anthony Skono first ..tartod ,,ho n I m s abo L-t 15. • '"11le J.:an In li otley", bis 3rd story ond a "Zenith" opus, d it ousted tho Confedoration stork• from tiy p opu lar f y althoug}l I still continuod to 11lco thCll . Skone' s doscri ion of Blal::o as a big man alTIBYS a:, :,onlod to ...,. I ' diffored from the otbor autho r£ descr i?>t ;_on •;h i ch · '11:re ti ... , and vnriod but ncnrly iil l Ttoro t e en on ;Jlako b eing exc ood ngly loan, almost ascetic in faet . It uas in 1924 t llr . Skono and I rtartod our oorrospondonco, end uo hav continuod to ririto to oacb otho pori odic e lly ov or si nc e . rh e.;,s this i s rather nn ox-aggor etion for of u .to co s ho soOl!ls to havo dr op:, od out of ny correspondonco. At his roqu o,rt; I gave bi.ti o. c :,.l.J, at bis homo in Hei:,pstc,ad, oro re bad a ~ng ploaaant chnt ovor boor a nd pipes. I!o sooz:iod rolictnnt to di.s: u ss his w ri: but showed mo a p of a novel ho ur. s m-itin,: at tho tiz:io. }:is ef f orts st ck 1:10 as both o r igino.l. and I :intolligont . I think bis est "COrk is t o bo found in bis oe.rlior atorics for tho Ul :1 JACK bogi.nning rou~:y v.t'fh •'Tho Doath Spider" and ond g Ttith "Plaguo" . I do not' thi:1k ho ovo r ai,. 1.n captur tho stylo and spl.rit of th-.so oarly y:,rns , :u. thou!#> "X- i " , "Tho Train Of Tragody" , Tho Gargoyle and Fifth um ar i os Ttoro eo odi.si . As far a s his s . B.L . stor i <>• wc::-o co ornod I am of tho opinion that. thoy t10ro or lo s e d..torio cd o.ftor "Tho Albino ' s Boubl o " fbr I do not think any of stories in thi s sorios tro ro any good t ftor that. Ono ory I th ougjlt vary good T,-as "rhi . sar o • s , s, o 
Ant ho :v Slcono told oo t 

T.Oro "Tho Tenth Ce.se" publi 
th o dontb 1.n 191 8, a nd ''Tho 
fur n s I ,mi concornod I lik 
bottor. In contrast tho ;. 
that ho favoured ''Tho Caso 
,x,.s 11 tim ,-i,01 I thou,v,t J 
ao ro n livo a nd charming tha 

ourso, e 
ho oonsidored hie bost stori ~s 

od ilr.odi.o.toly aftor c duol t> 
Caso Of The Crystal Ge.sor" • As 
d ''In Loaguo Agi,.inst lli.tl" J:1Uch 
tor of tho U.J. once told co 

f Tho Crli:Js:>n Curtain". 'l'horc 
1.a Fortune '10uld bocoz:io ovon 
th o ostiz:iablo Yvonne , and I 



r at~r ~-strspoct t: 1d Blal:a r-~s inclin e;d to t hi :::Z so t oo . 
;r used to lik e th o way ·Sl:ono so<wt:lmo adriotly brou8bf: 

in tho cllc.ract o re ot oth er authors, one oxacp lo bo;Lng Leon 
Kostrol ~h" cro atioa · ot ..tom's ·J'ncks:,n. Tho mast till<, :i; 
hoard' trca l.:r . Skono ho told po ho h11~ g!.va, up tr iting as 
:l.'1: did not pay. and it sod"" i ,t t his i s correct. tor 

apart ft-om an · ~clo :1n th ~ E?,ming llom, I havo not 3in c e 
soen any T.Ork ot hi .. 
- .-.-.-.-.-.- ·- ·- ·-·-·~ ·- ·-· --~.- -.- .-.-.- .-.-.-.-. -.- .-.- !'-

~ t ( -

(m!.ng to ro,r!;ri C'tod spa ce I ca:i atr e.id that it , ti.11 egai n bo 
""Possibl e to :,r int tho dot oi:j.s ot the UNIOH J/CK for 1926 
as · arranged l ast oonth. lloxt "'~nth, hor.!)'\ror, most ot 
Bl aki """ v.i.11 bo t aken up Tiith lists of titl es and auth or s 
for I int 'ond to g!.vo y ou all ' av:ii l ab l o 'deta i l s ot t"9 · u • .r _,.· 
;for 1924, 1925 a:ld 1926. · 

-.-... .-.-.-.-.-.-.... -.-.-.-·-.«!'·-·-···-,,;-.-.-.-.... -.-.-.-. .,. 
~ ~· Blolr~ u is aa;:,in cuc,4 in ncod to . art i cles et c 
a nd · it t'Puld 'bo ap:,roc!l.atod it, you budding au thors could 
bolp out . · I knot t' th a.t t her e ,µ-o caey, illako LDttqrs ,hicb 
have boon thor ~u 8'lly cov er ed by oth er s 1.n -tlio past, but tho 
t io ld is v ory 'tli do pm"1: "° sure that" so>lo or you c,:0uld put 
anoth,ir good art:lole out. • •· 

Cont ri ~io n s fo:r,. tho 1950 O.D. An.'1ual~· Blalc i.an:i Sootio n 
are also ro<14irod. ' Pl oaso son d Il311Uscri pts to IJo as s oon 
as you :,o s s:I. bly can . . Sug:;ostions m.,ll be as ,701cooo as 
articlos by tho ""Y. 

-.-.-.-.-.-.- --·-·-·-·- -.-.-.-.-.-.-
Coning Soon•-

":i'!.oturn to Bclcer st r oat • 

- -o oOco--


